io6        INFLUENCE OF SEXES ON VEGETATION      CHAP.

spoilt1 In the Motu tribe of New Guinea, when rain
j^ fauen plentifully and there is promise of a good crop
of bananas, one of the chief men becomes holy or taboo,
and must live apart from his wife and eat only certain
kinds of food. He bids the young men beat the drum and
dance, " in order that by so doing there may be a large
harvest. If the dancing is not given, there will be an end
to the good growth ; but if it is continued, all will go well.
People come in from other villages to assist, and will dance
all night"2 In the Mekeo district of British New Guinea,
when a taboo has been put on the coco-nuts and areca-nuts
to promote their growth, some fourteen or fifteen men act as
watchmen to enforce the taboo. Every evening they go
round the village armed with clubs and wearing masks or so
covered with leaves that nobody would know them. All the
time they are in office they may not chew betel nor drink
coco-nut water, lest the areca-nuts (which are eaten with
betel) and the coco-nuts should fail. Moreover, they may
not live with their wives ; indeed, they may not even look at
a woman, and if they pass one they must keep their eyes on
the ground.8 Among the Kabuis of Manipur, before the rice
is sown and when it is reaped, the strictest chastity has to be
observed, especially by the religious head of the village, who,
besides always taking the omens on behalf of the villagers,
is the first to sow and the first to reap.4 Some of the
tribes of Assam believe that so long as the crops remain
ungarnered, the slightest incontinence might ruin all.5 In the
incense-growing region of Arabia in antiquity there were three
families charged with the special care of the incense-trees.
They were called sacred, and at the time when they cut the
trees or gathered the incense they were forbidden to pollute
themselves with women or with the contact of the dead ;
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